
The Fascinating History of 

Graphic Design.

The first known visual communication, 
with pictographs and symbols in the 

Lascaux caves in southern France.
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Chinese government official 
Ts’ai Lun credited with 
inventing paper.

Johann Gensfleisch zum 
Gutenburg credited with 
perfecting the system for
printing type in books.

Industrial Revolution begins, 
setting the stage for advances 
in graphic design production.

Lord Stanhope invents first 
printing press made of all 
cast-iron parts, requiring 
1/10 the manual labor and 
doubling the possible paper 
size.

The first advertising agency, 
N. W. Ayer & Son, is founded

Filippo Marinetti publishes 
his “Futurist Manifesto” in the 
French newspaper Le Figaro

Printing arrives in Europe with a 
paper mill in Fabriano, Italy.

Claude Garamond opens first 
type foundry, developing and 

selling fonts to printers.

Author Aloys Senefelder 
develops lithography.

 Development of halftone 
screen allows for first photo 

printed with a full range of tones.

Ottmar Mergenthaler 
invents the first typesetting 

machine the Linotype

In the third number of Dada 
magazine Tristan Tzara publishes 

“Dada Manifesto 1918”

The term “graphic design” is 
used for the first time by 

W. A. Dwiggins in an article for the 
Boston Evening Transcript

The Exposition Internationale des 
Arts Décoratifs et Industriels 

Modernes is held in Paris

FRANCE Adrian Frutiger 
releases the Univers 

› 372 type family

 First issue of Communication 
Arts printed.

Photoshop version one released, and 
physicist Tim Berners-Lee develops the 
world wide web, along with HTML and 

the concept of website addresses.

The Bauhaus, a German school, 
is founded, eventually providing 
the framework for modern design. 

GERMANY Walter Gropius establishes the Staatliches 
Bauhaus Weimar (“State House of Building Weimar”) 
school and publishes the Bauhaus Manifesto

Stanley Morison oversees 
design of Times New Roman 
font, commissioned by the 
Times of London.

USA Paul Rand publishes his first 
design book, Thoughts on Design

Max Miedinger designs 
Neue Haas Grotesk font, 
later renamed Helvetica.
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Apple releases first Macintosh 
computer, featuring bitmap graphics.
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