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The role of information technology [IT) in
health care has been growing steadily
for over a decade. Nurse professionals
have many opportunities within health
informatics; however, they must have
the proper skills and qualifications
necessary to excel in this specialization. -
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This infographic will provide an overview of health informatics and
explain how nurses with a Doctor of Nursing Practice [DNP] and nurses

in administrative roles can utilize their education to secure a career in
the field of health IT.

Health informatics and IT have become integral
parts of health care in the United States.

According to the U.S. National Library of Medicine,
health informatics is “the interdisciplinary study
of the design, development, adoption and
application of IT-based innovations in health care
services delivery, management and planning.”
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153.9% JIN 10

office-based physicians have
of hospitals have adopted EHR Q adopted EHR

HEALTH INFORMATION SECURITY BREACHES
113 MILLION = 99% s

Individuals were affected by : result of hacking
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=~ According to the Office of the National Coordinator of Health IT,
HealthIT2ov™ I “As of July 2017, 684 health IT developers supply certified health IT to

3 5 q 3 9 5 ambulatory primary care physicians,
)

medical and surgical specialists,
and chiropractors participating in the Medicare EHR Incentive Program.”
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H E AI_TH AND HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS
ospitals of lab i ore than
I N FU R MATI CS mpler?wen%tlg health 75 % chmmans | 82M/0 Ufthealth care
CHANGES THE | iieni,  ginumts, O s

. helps them receive claim electronic

WAYS PATIENTS over5years ' labresults faster prescriptions save time

RECEIVE THE CARE
THEY NEED & HOW _LI BENEFITS OF HEALTH IT FOR PATIENTS

NURSES 8 []THER W' Easy and direct access to medical records _

B Accurate transfers of health information |

H EAI_TH CARE between physicians & insurance providers ~ ~—— |
PROFESSIONALS W' Aids in care coordination «y |\

" @
PROVIDE THA'I' ar?dl;crf]iedures unnecessary

CARE. @&

REQUISITE SKILLS FOR NURSES
SEEKING A CAREER IN HEALTH IT

W Organization W' Understanding of health care policy
W' Workflow management & Knowledge of health IT laws & regulations
¥ Technical proficiency . &' Change management

CAREER OUTLOOK
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Nurses and other health care professionals seeking a career in health IT have many
opportunities to enter the field and continue education to achieve leadership positions.

According to a Healthcare Information and Management
EDUCATION AND Systems Society [HIMSS) 2017 Nursing Informatics Workforce

CERTIFICATION FOR Survey, nurses who work in the health informatics field hold
the following degrees and qualifications:

NURSES SEEKING A S q

HEALTH IT CAREER have a master’s degree or Ph.D. in

nursing or an associated field
/%
have a master’s degree \ will pursue some type of health IT
2%

or Ph.D. in nursing certification within the next year

have some type of
0 go
33 /o' t (D health IT certification

BENEFITS OF ADNP )

Less than 1% of all nurses have a doctoral degree

have a master’s
degree or Ph.D. inan
associated field

Expanding knowledge of nursing theory, budgeting, 83—
financial management and leadership theory

Strengthening skills for advanced leadership roles [¥g—
in health care

Gaining technical skills and in-depth understanding [¥g—
of data management and health informatics

CAREER OUTLOOK FOR NURSES & HEALTH
CARE PROFESSIONALS IN HEALTH IT

0 projected - According to an estimate by the American
15 /n increase in Medical Informatics Association [AMIA] in 2013,

employment nursing health
for medical records and health 7 U U U U informatics
information technicians between J specialists will

o014 to 2024 " be needed within the next 5 years O -

RESPONSIBILITIES OF HEALTH INFGRMATICS PROFESSIONALS

Maintain patient confidentiality

G y Develop and maintain systems for gathering,
storing and organizing patients’ medical data

— Ensure patient medical records

— are complete and accurate

+ Assist health care professionals and
U patients in accessing patient records

Maintain, service and improve
technologies associated with health [T

HEALTH IT CAREER
SPECIALIZATIONS

Clinical
informatics
coordinator

Nurse
informatics
specialist

Director
of clinical
informatics

Clinical
analyst

RESPONSIBILITIES OF HEALTH INFGRMATICS PROFESSIONALS

According to the HIMSS 2017 Nursing Informatics Workforce Survey,
nursing informatics professionals receive the following annual salaries:
> o of respondents’ salaries range from
‘ _ ' $61,000 to $85,000
of respondents’ salaries range from
= reported a salary over
‘/ | $100,000
DNP-educated nurses have an upper hand in gaining important leadership roles within health care

organizations through opportunities in health IT. Specializing in this field will put DNP-educated nurses
at the cutting edge of innovative health care practices with plenty of room for career growth.

— BRADLEY University ——

onlinedegrees.bradley.edu/nursing/dnp
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