
We have come a pretty 
long way since the Wright 
Brothers and Kitty Hawk. 
Today, traveling by air is the fastest way to get around the 
world. Belarus, Beijing Bali or Boston – commercial air travel 
has put some of the remotest destinations well within reach.

SO WHERE DO AUSTRALIANS 
LIKE TO FLY FOR THE HOLIDAYS?

New Zealand

1.1
million visitors

Indonesia

910
million visitors

Thailand

600,000
million visitors

Britain

487,000
million visitors

United States

819,000
million visitors
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UP IN THE AIR

Busiest Airports in the World

United Arab Emirates Dubai 
International Airport 

19,606,327
PASSENGERS

22,746,009
PASSENGERS
Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport

18,053,930
PASSENGERS

Japan Tokyo 
Haneda Airport

16,416,281
PASSENGERS

United States Los Angeles 
International Airport

China Beijing Capital 
International Airport

21,663,240
PASSENGERS

Landed at your destination already? 
It’s time to pick up your bags and head for the 
beach. But wait! Where exactly is your bag?
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Where is
my suitcase?

World’s
Largest Airlines
(by countries served)

World’s Busiest Air Routes

ROUTE NO. OF
FLIGHTS

NO. OF
PASSENGERS

7 , 4 0 4 , 7 4 0 2 9 , 5 8 5S a p p o r o - T o k y o

6 , 9 3 9 , 2 0 4 3 7 , 1 6 7S e o u l - J e j u

6 , 0 9 4 , 2 4 9 3 7 , 5 2 0S a o  P a u l o - R i o  d e  J a n e i r o

5 , 8 8 6 , 2 7 3 2 5 , 2 1 4T o k y o - F u k u o k a

4 , 9 9 7 , 7 0 0 2 6 , 5 3 4S y d n e y - M e l b o u r n e

Did you Know?
The Airport Edition
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110 83 83 78 78

Airports are interesting places to say the least. The largest to the smallest, each and 
every one of them are quite the same but very di�erent to say the least.

The total number of lost, delayed or 
damaged bags by airlines around the world 
was approximately 22 million last year.

Roughly 7 out of every 1,000 bags are misplaced at the airport each year.

81% of all mishandled baggage is simply delayed, 16% are damaged or pilfered and only 
are declared lost or stolen and never found.

Between June 2012 and June 2013, passengers lost over 10,000 laptops, smart phones, 
tablets and other personal electronic devices in 7 of the largest airports in the world.

Airlines take an average of 36 hours to return delayed bags to their owners.

Juancho E. Yrausquin Airport on the 
Caribbean island of Saba is the 
smallest airport in the world with a 
runway which is only 1,299 feet long, 
too small for jets to takeo� or land.

Qamdo Bangda Airport in the Peoples 
Republic of China has the world’s 
longest paved run way at 5.50 
kilometers.

Hong Kong International Airport 
handles the most cargo tra�c 
annually, handling 4,411,193 tons of 
cargo in 2014.

Dubai International Airport handles the 
largest number of international 
passengers in the world.

The Hong Kong International Airport is 
home to the largest IMAX screen in 
Hong Kong along with a nine-hole 
USGA-approved course next to 
Terminal 2, and it is open to travelers.

The 192,000 acres King Fahd 
International Airport in Dammam, 
Saudi Arabia is bigger than the entire 
country of Bahrain.

Abu Dhabi Airport Services once did a 
complete turn-around for a Boeing 777 in 
less than 40 minutes, as opposed to a normal 
minimum of one hour. They unloaded 
passengers, cargo, and mail, cleaned the 
aircraft, and loaded outbound passengers 
before sending the flight on its way.

The Colorado Springs Airport features 
a “pot amnesty box” for travelers to 
dump their unused stash, no questions 
asked.

Singapore’s Changi Airport has a 
nature trail and butterfly park housing 
over 1000 di�erent species.

Nashville International Airport, 
Tennessee features six concert stages 
spread throughout the compound.

London’s Heathrow Airport uses cars 
equipped with loudspeakers playing 
bird distress calls to scare away 
pigeons and other flying critters from 
the runway.

Heathrow employs 76,000 people 
within the airport boundary – the same 
number as the population of Guildford, 
Surrey.

New York’s JFK Airport has a coat 
check option so that you can leave 
your winter gear behind if you are 
traveling somewhere warm and pick it 
up when you return.

Nashville International Airport has a 
property-wide liquor license which 
means that you can carry your drink 
around almost anywhere in the airport.

Guarulhos International Airport in 
Brazil has an in-house dentist service.

At the Schiphol Amsterdam Airport, 
you can visit an annex of the 
Rijksmuseum which holds one of the 
finest art exhibits in the world.

King Abdulaziz International Airport in 
Jeddah is specially equipped to 
handle the massive tra�c during Hajj 
every year and can handle as many as 
80,000 passengers at a time.

Located at the New Bangkok 
International Airport, the world’s tallest 
air tra�c control tower stands at 434 
feet, almost as tall as a 40 storey 
skyscraper.

Trained therapy dogs walk the 
hallways of Miami International Airport, 
looking for people who need some 
canine comfort to alleviate their fear of 
flying or preflight anxiety.

There are ping pong tables installed at 
General Mitchell International Airport 
in Milwaukee Wisconsin where players 
can pass the time over matches, 
waiting to board their flight.

On average, 
every day more 
than 8 million 

people fly.

A total of 37.4 
million flights 
scheduled in 

2014.
On an 

average 
there were 

102,465 
flights per 

day in 2014.

An overwhelming 
majority of 

Australians prefer 
flying abroad 

over any other 
mode of travel.

According to the 
ABS, a record 

breaking 8.2 million 
Australians traveled 
abroad on vacation.

On an average, 
that’s 31 out of 

every 100 Aussies 
vacationing abroad!

57% of Australians 
flying abroad are 
on vacation with 
23% travelling to 
meet friends and 
family and the 

remaining 10% are 
on business trips.


